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This handbook has been prepared by the Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) to 

help answer questions you might have regarding special education services in our district.  
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Dear Parents, 

�:�K�H�Q���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���D�Z�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���H�G�X�Fation they step into a world of 

services, specialized teaching methods, laws, and educational jargon.  This handbook was prepared to 

help families understand more about special education services in the Poudre School District (PSD).  It 

contains information about special education laws, referral, assessment, Individual Education Plan (IEP) 

development, IEP meetings, and also contains suggestions and resources for families.  Poudre School 

District values parents as partners in the education of their children. 
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Integrated Services Vision, Purpose, and Goals 

Vision 

Integrated Services...partnering to increase student 

achievement and realize meaningful outcomes. 

Purpose 

To develop an educational partnership between home, 

school, and the community that seeks to ensure a 

quality education for students with disabilities to 

become productive, contributing members of society. 

Goals 

�x We will support students by serving their needs in a

collaborative environment. 

�x We will provide students opportunities to pursue

meaningful post school outcomes related to their 

strengths and interests. 

�x We will use research based instructional strategies 

to ensure student achievement. 
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What is Special Education? 

A Brief History: The special education programs of today are the direct result of key federal laws that

have been passed in the last 40 years. In the 1960s, advocates for children with disabilities wanted the 

federal government to provide leadership and funding to ensure a free appropriate public education 

(FAPE) to children with disabilities.  In 1966, Congress established the Bureau for Education of the 
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2. Evaluation or Assessment:  Individual evaluations are given to your child after receiving your 

written permission.  The assessments are conducted by special education personnel and you, as 

a parent, in the areas of health, communication, academic functioning, psychological, social, 

motor, and life- skills, using both formal and informal tests.  The results of these assessments will 

help in determining eligibility for special education services and assist in educational planning.  
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Disability Categories 

 

In the state of Colorado a child qualifies for special education services by meeting the criteria in one or 

more of the following disability categories.  The disability must prevent the child from receiving 

reasonable educational benefit from general education alone. 

 

Speech/Language Disability: a communicative disorder which prevents the child from receiving 

reasonable educational benefit from general education alone.   

 

Specific Learning Disability (SLD): a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes 

involved in understanding or in using language, spoken or written, that may manifest itself in the 

imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, write, spell, or do mathematical calculations.  

 

Intellectual Disability: a child with reduced general intellectual functioning, existing concurrently with 

deficits in adaptive behavior and manifested during the developmental period, which prevents the 

child from receiving reasonable educational benefit.  

 

Serious Emotional Disability: emotional or social functioning which prevents the child from receiving 

reasonable educational benefit from general education alone.   

 

(a) An inability to learn that cannot be explained by intellectual, sensory, or health factors. 

(b) An inability to build or maintain interpersonal relationships with peers and teachers. 

(c) Inappropriate types of behavior or feelings under normal circumstances. 

(d) A general pervasive mood of unhappiness or depression. 

(e) A tendency to develop physical symptoms or fears associated with personal or school problems. 

 

Hearing Impairment, Including Deafness: a deficiency in hearing sensitivity as demonstrated by an 

elevated threshold of auditory sensitivity to pure tones or speech where, even with the help of 

amplification, the child is prevented from receiving reasonable educational benefit. 

 

Visual Impairment, Including Blindness: deficiency in visual acuity and/or visual field and/or visual 

functioning where, even with the use of lenses or corrective devices, he/she is prevented from receiving 

reasonable educational benefit from general education.  

 

Orthopedic Impairment: severe neurological/muscular/skeletal abnormality that impedes mobility, 

which prevents the child from receiving reasonable educational benefit from general education alone.   

 

Other Health Impairment: limited strength, vitality, or alertness, including a heightened alertness to 

environmental stimuli that results in limited alertness with respect to the educational environment due 

to a chronic or acute health problem which prevents the child from receiving reasonable educational 

benefit from general education alone.   

 

Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI): an acquired injury to the brain caused by an external physical force, 

resulting in total or partial functional disability or psychosocial impairment, or both, which prevents 

the child from receiving reasonable educational benefit from general education alone.   
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Autism Spectrum Disorder: a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal 

social communication, social interaction, engagement in repetitive activities and stereotyped 

movements, and resistance to environmental changes or changes in daily routines which prevents the 

child from receiving reasonable educational benefit.  
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Response to Intervention (RtI) and 

Specific Learning Disability (SLD) Identification 

A major change has occurred in the way special education multidisciplinary teams identify students 

with learning disabilities. In the past, when teams considered students to have a learning disability, the 

�W�H�D�P���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�R���S�U�R�Y�H���D���G�L�V�F�U�H�S�D�Q�F�\���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V���Z�D�V��
�D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�H�G���E�\���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���G�L�V�F�U�H�S�D�Q�F�\���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���V�F�R�U�H�V���R�Q���Q�R�U�P�H�G���W�H�V�W�V���D�Q�G���W�\�S�L�F�D�O��
�V�F�R�U�H�V�����7�K�L�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���O�D�E�H�O�H�G���W�K�H���´�Z�D�L�W���W�R���I�D�L�O�µ���P�R�G�H�O���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�R���I�D�O�O���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�O�\��
behind before special education services could be considered. 

The discrepancy model is no longer used as sole method for identifying students with a learning 

disability. Current law states th�D�W���D�I�W�H�U���$�X�J�X�V�W�����������������������D���W�H�D�P���P�X�V�W���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R��
scientifically based interventions offered first by general education as an essential part of a full and 

individual evaluation for special education services.  This aligns with a national and state school reform 

effort called Response to Intervention (RTI).  A special education referral is initiated only after 

implementation of an action plan and appropriate interventions have failed to show adequate 

progress.  

There are 8 areas of focus that the special education team will look at when determining the specific 

needs of students. Those 8 areas are: Written Expression, Listening Comprehension, Math Calculation, 

Oral Expression, Math Problem solving, Reading Comprehension, Reading Fluency, and Basic Reading. 

If a student is not making adequate achievement or progress in any one of these areas despite 

instructional intervention a team will meet to determine the possibility of specific learning disability 

(SLD). 

Continuum of Services 

Students in Poudre School District who are �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�H�G���D�V hav�L�Q�J a disability under current federal and 

state guidelines will receive a free and appropriate education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment 
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students who have mild to moderated needs. Students with extensive needs may attend programs 

housed outside their home school. 

Poudre School District has established the following supports and services based on the needs of 

individual students: 

 

Mild to Moderate Needs/Multi-Categorical: Most students with mild to moderate needs can be served 

in their home school. These are students who spent the majority of their day being educated with their 

typical peers. Services vary based on individual student needs and are determined by parent input and 

a multidisciplinary team.  

 

Services are designed to support and help students be successful and make progress in their academic 

setting. Independent living, vocational, and self-care skills can also be included depending on the needs 

of the student. 

 

Extensive Needs: Some students may need more extensive services. The extensive programs serve 

students who need a variety of structure, support, and specialized education to be successful in school. 

Services include small and structured settings for academics, social skills, life skills, transition and close 

collaboration with community agencies and family.  Students will receive specialized instruction and 

supports throughout their day to meet their unique needs.  Extensive needs programs are housed 

throughout the district and spread within feeder zones (please see zone chart included in this 

handbook). A student may need to attend a school outside of his or her home school to receive 

extensive needs services.    

 

�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���Q�H�H�G�V���Z�L�O�O���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���Z�K�D�W���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���D�W�W�H�Q�G�����7�K�H���,�(�3���W�H�D�P��
(parents, students, general educators and special educators), Integrated Services Coach and/or 

Coordinator will be involved in making program placement decisions.  All extensive needs program 

placements are under the direction of Integrated Services Administration. 

 

Accommodations and Modifications 

 

Two primary purposes of Special Education: 

 

1. CURRICULUM MODIFICATION  

�\���7�4�4�+�%�7�.�7�/�[���+�5���6�*�'�����������	�����X���\���������[���+�5���6�#�7ght: For most children receiving special education 

support, CORE ACADEMIC curriculum based on state standards is used but with 

�D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���Q�H�H�G�V�������)�R�U���V�R�P�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q���$�/�7�(�5�1�$�7�,�9�(��
curriculum is indicated to acquire more functional skills, such as what is available in the 

Integrated Learning Support (ILS) program, or ADDITIONAL curriculums may be taught, such as 

a social skills curriculum for children with social/behavioral challenges.  The decision to adjust 

�F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�X�P���W�R���E�H���P�R�U�H���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���W�R���D���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���R�U���Q�H�H�G�V���L�V���G�R�Q�H���R�Q���D�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���E�D�V�L�V��
through the IEP process. 
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2. INSTRUCTIONAL ACCOMMODATIONS 

�\��0�5�6�4�7�%�6�+�1�0�[���+�5���6�*�'���\�������[���1�(���6�'�#�%�*�+�0�)�f�/�'�#�5�7�4�+�0�)���#���5�6�7�&�'�0�6�•�5���2�4�1�)�4�'�5�5�U��In typical general 

education classes, instruction is delivered primarily in larger groups, with some small groupings 

�I�R�U���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���S�H�H�U���J�U�R�X�S�V�����H�W�F�������$���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���L�V���W�U�D�F�N�H�G��
through tests developed at elementary sites, through district Level Tests, the state assessment 

and/or by using nationally developed tests in certain grades.  Work samples, observation, and 

data collection are also used. 

 

Special educators and related service providers consider unique instructional 

accommodations/strategies a child may require, such as small group instruction, frequent practice and 

repetition, use of different materials, reduction of sensory information, etc.  They also consider 

�D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�R���P�H�D�V�X�U�H���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�������7�K�H�V�H���P�D�\���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V in 

timing/scheduling, setting, format/equipment, presentation of directions, or recording/response 

accommodations.  For example, a student with difficulty reading may need to take a test orally; 

another student may need additional time or may be exempted from large-class testing.  The decision 

to use a particular accommodation with a student is made on an individual basis through the IEP 

process. 

 

Working Together:  The Collaborative Process of the IEP 
 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) emphasizes the importance of working 

cooperatively as an IEP team.  The team includes:  parents, students, general educators, special 

educators, and related service providers.  Each member is equally important when making important 

educational decisions for a student.  Parents have a unique and critically important perspective on their 

�F�K�L�O�G�·�V���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���V�W�\�O�H�����V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�V���D�Q�G���Q�H�H�G�V�������7�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���V�W�D�I�I���V�K�R�X�O�G���P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���I�H�H�O���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H��
and comfortable when communicating with the school and at all meetings.  Parents have the right to 

be involved in meetings that discuss the identification, evaluation, IEP development and educational 

placement of their children.  Parents and school personnel are equal partners in all steps during the 

team process. 

 

The team should always work toward consensus.  However, the school staff ultimately has the 

responsibility to ensure that the IEP includes the services the student needs.  Schools are obligated by 

law to make a proposal to the parents.  Parents have the right to disagree while looking for common 

�J�R�D�O�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���D���S�D�U�H�Q�W�·�V���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�·�V���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�������,�W���L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�K�D�W���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H��
listens carefully to all information and understands the major issues involved.  The needs of the student 

need to remain central during discussing and developing the IEP.  If agreement cannot be reached, the 



11 



12 
 

Mediation: You might disagree with the Special Education testing, services or placement for your child.  

You can try to resolve your disagreements by requesting mediation, which is a free service.  A mediator 
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Initial IEP Meeting Agenda 
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Annual Review IEP Meeting Agenda 
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1. Introductions, Purpose of the Meeting 

 

2. Procedural Safeguards, Rights and Responsibilities  

 

3. Review of the Cover Page (Enrollment and Dates) 

 

4. Signatures of Participants  

 

5. Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional 

Performance (including annual Transition Assessment if age 

appropriate) 

 

6. Determination of Special Factors 

a. Required plans 

 

7. Determination of Post-School Goals and Transition Needs 

 

8. Annual Goals and Objectives 

 

9. Accommodations and Modifications, ESY, State Assessments 

 

10. Determination of Service Delivery 
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1. Prior Notice of Special Education Action 
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Community Resources 

 

Assistive Technology 

The Assistive Technology Resource Center (ATRC), 970-491-6258 

Through the Department of Occupational Therapy, Colorado State University. 

SWAAAC (State-wide Augmentative, Alternative and Adaptive Communications),  970-490-3233  

Team of Poudre School District �² This team consults with school teams related to communication needs of 

�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���D�V�V�L�V�W�L�Y�H���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�����7�D�O�N���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���L�I���\�R�X���D�U�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G��
contacting a SWAAAC representative. 

 

Child Care 

Respite Care, Inc,.Fort Collins 970-484-1511 

Provides facility-based short-term care for children with developmental disabilities 0 - 21 years seven days a 

week, 24 hours a day. 

Early Childhood Council , 970-377-3388 

Referral & Resource Program provides information on openings in licensed home and center-based care. Can 

provide information based on area of town as well as providers with training in special needs  

 

Parent Tip:  Many parents have utilized CSU and UNC Student Employment Services to advertise and 

hire university students majoring in fields such as occupational therapy, special education, and speech-

language therapy. 

 

Health Care 

Medicaid (Larimer County Human Services), 970-498-6300 

Provides health care benefits to low-income people who are residents of Larimer County and meet income and 

resource eligibility guidelines.   

Medicaid Diaper Program, 970-498-6300 

If a child is not toilet trained because of a disability (not just due to delayed toilet training) and if the child is 

covered by Medicaid, he/she may be eligible to have to cost of diapers charged to Medicaid after age 3.  A 

�G�R�F�W�R�U�·�V���S�U�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���L�V���Q�H�H�G�H�G���D�Q�G���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J���G�L�D�S�H�U�V���L�V���G�R�Q�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���V�W�R�U�H�·�V���S�K�D�U�P�D�F�\���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�� 

Colorado Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+), www.cchp.org or 1-800-359-1991 

A full coverage plan for uninsured children (ages 0 �²18 years) who are not eligible for Medicaid and meet low-

income guidelines. Sign-up through Larimer County Dept of Human Services or online at  

Larimer County Health Care Program for Children with Special Needs (HCP), 970-498-6732 

Serves children birth-21 with special health care needs.  They provide information, family support, counseling, 

and assistance to obtain and coordinate care for children with a variety of health conditions.  They can also 

assist families explore funding sources. 

Salud Family Health Clinic (Fort Collins), Medical 970-494-4040, Dental 970-484-8331 

Provides direct medical and dental care for children (0 �²18 years) who cannot afford comprehensive pediatric 

care. 

Family Medicine Practice, 970-482-5690  

Provides direct medical care for children and families on Medicaid, CHP+, or who cannot afford comprehensive 

medical care. Services provided by PVH staff and medical interns. 

The Prescription Assistance Program, 970-416-6519 

Offered through Poudre Health District and helps people with limited incomes fill their prescriptions through 

vouchers and applications to drug company programs. 

Medicaid Waiver Programs, 970-226-2345 

�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���(�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���:�D�L�Y�H�U�����&�(�6�����D�Q�G���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���+�R�P�H���	���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\-Based Services (HCBS).  These state 

Medicaid waiver programs consider children with extensive health needs and waive parental income guidelines 

in order to provide Medicaid for coverage of medical expenses.  Application through Foothills Gateway, Inc.  

Programs may have a waiting list. 
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Sports and Recreation 

Special Olympics, 970-226-6990 

Provide a program of unified practices and games, which is generally free or low-cost. 

Adaptive Recreation (ARO), City of Fort Collins, 970-224-6027 

Welcomes individuals with disabilities into its classes and activities. Recreation Therapists available.  Refer to the 

Recreator Magazine for a full listing of classes www.fcgov.com/recreator/ 

 

Summer Camps 

�$�G�D�P�·�V���&�D�P�S, www.adamscamp.org 

Serves toddlers and children with special needs and their families; as well as youth and young adults with mild 

to moderate developmental disabilities. 
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ACRONYMS 

 

ACE  Alternative Cooperative Education 

 

ACLD  Association for Children with Learning Disabilities 

 

ADA  Americans with Disabilities Act 

 

ADD  Attention Deficit Disorder 

 

ADHD  Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

 

ASA  Autism Society of America 

 

ASL  American Sign Language 

 

AT  Assistive Technology 

 

ARC  Association for Retarded Citizens 

 

AYP  Adequate Yearly Progress 

 

BIP  Behavior Intervention Plan 

 

BOCES  Board of Cooperative Educational Services 

 

CAEYC  Colorado Association for the Education of Young Children 

 

CAP  Central Auditory Processing 

 

CBM  Curriculum-Based Measurements 

 

CCB  Community Center Board 

 

CDDPC  Colorado Developmental Disabilities Planning Council 

 

CDE  Colorado Department of Education 

 

CEC  Council for Exceptional Children 

 

CICC  Colorado Interagency Coordinating Council 

 

COFICC Colorado Options for Inclusive Child Care 

 

COTA  Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant 

 

CP  Cerebral Palsy 

 

CPI  Crisis Prevention Institute 

 

CPP  Colorado Preschool Project 

 

CRC  Community Resource Center 

 

CSDB  Colorado School for the Deaf and Blind 

 

CSEAC   Colorado Special Education Advisory Committee 
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DAP  Developmentally Appropriate Practice 

 

DD  Developmentally Disabilities 

 

DDS  Developmental Disabilities Services 

 






