
GOAL AREAS STANDARDS

COMMUNICATION
Communicate effectively  
in more than one language 
in order to function in a 
variety of situations and  
for multiple purposes

Interpersonal 
Communication:  
Learners interact and 
negotiate meaning in 
spoken, signed, or written 
conversations to share 
information, reactions, 
feelings, and opinions.

Interpretive 
Communication:  
Learners understand, 
interpret, and analyze  
what is heard, read, or 
viewed on a variety of  
topics. 

Presentational Communication: 
Learners present information, 
concepts, and ideas to inform, 
explain, persuade, and narrate 
on a variety of  topics using 
appropriate media and adapting 
to various audiences of  listeners, 
readers, or viewers.

CULTURES
Interact with cultural  
competence and 
understanding

Relating Cultural  
Practices to Perspectives:  



The �ve “C” goal areas (Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities) 

stress the application of learning a language beyond the instructional setting. The goal is to 

prepare learners to apply the skills and understandings measured by the Standards, to bring a 

global competence to their future careers and experiences.

The National Standards for Learning Languages have been 
revised based on what language educators have learned 
from more than 15 years of  implementing the Standards. 
The guiding principle was to clarify what language learners 
would do to demonstrate progress on each Standard. 
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These Standards are equally applicable to:
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secondary levels
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�<�P�M�������������Z�M�X�W�Z�\����A Decade of  Foreign Language Standards: Im-
pact, Influence, and Future Directions, provided evidence of  and 
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revisions:
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from elementary, through secondary, to postsecondary 
levels.
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accepted by the profession.
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learners should know and be able to do in the goal areas 
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outcomes in terms of  processes of  observation and 
experience.
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goal areas and the details of  the 11 standards.

Based on this consensus from all levels of  language 
educators, the five goal areas and the 11 standards 
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for Learning Languages clarify and better illustrate each 
goal area and standard in order to guide implementation 
�I�V�L���Q�V�Æ�]�M�V�K�M���I�[�[�M�[�[�U�M�V�\�����K�]�Z�Z�Q�K�]�T�]�U�����I�V�L���Q�V�[�\�Z�]�K�\�Q�W�V����


